Padmabhushan awardee, 

Sangita Kalanidhi, Kalaimamani Sudha Ragunathan
Sudha Ragunathan is India’s leading Carnatic vocalist. A disciple of the legendary Padmabhushan Dr. ML Vasanthakumari, Sudha has evolved a style of her own where the soul of her music lies in the dynamism of presentation, with exceptional motifs and matrices of raga image and swaras making it a quintessential amalgam. 
Sudha Raghunathan was born in Bangalore, Karnataka. Having moved to Chennai later she completed her college education at  Ethiraj College, obtaining a postgraduate degree in economics. She was the outstanding student of the year for three years in a row. 

Sudha Raghunathan received her initial training in Carnatic music from her mother V. Choodamani. From the age of three, she began to learn bhajans. Her tutelage continued under B. V. Lakshman. In 1977, she received the Government of India scholarship to learn music under the doyenne of Carnatic music, Padmabhushan awardee Dr. M.L Vasantha Kumari, whose student she remained for thirteen years. 

Being trained under Dr. ML Vasanthakumari in the gurukula style, it involved considerable amounts of listening to the teacher and other practitioners to absorb their style and oeuvre. Part of her duties involved the accompaniment on the tanpura of her teacher during concerts and also accompanying her in singing.  In Sudha’s own words -  "A period of 13 years from 1977 to 1990, a phase of complete absorption and internalization! There was no teaching in a formal atmosphere. We learnt while being with her during the kutcheris (concerts). We would record her singing in our minds and then replay it while learning the intricacies. It was a very challenging and different experience and as I had begun learning very early from her, my mind was like a sponge and absorbed whatever I heard".

Sudha Ragunathan has the distinction of being the only Carnatic musician second to Bharat Ratna MS Subbulakshmi, to have sung at the United Nations. Her music echoed in the hall of the United Nations on 2nd October, 2016, the International Day of Non Violence, 50 years after Bharatratna MS Subbulakshmi’s music did in 1966.
Sudha Ragunathan is the recipient of the Padmabhushan for the year 2015. More than a hundred awards and titles adorn her home – the ‘Sangita Kalanidhi’, ‘Kalaimamani’, ‘Sangeetha Choodamani’, ‘Sangeetha Saraswathi’, ‘Sangeetha Visharaadh’, ‘Sangeetha Sampoorna’- to name a few, along with a noteworthy list of Lifetime Achievement Awards from renowned institutions across the globe. 
Her participation in global music festivals are standing examples of the diversity of her music. On world music, Sudha has the distinction of performing with groups like the Theatre De la Ville, Paris, France and the Global Vocal Meeting (organized by the 'BURGHOF', an Academy of Music and Arts at Lorrach, Germany and produced by Stimmen Voices International Vocal Festival). She has also performed at Norway (in the presence of the King and Queen of Norway), Switzerland, Tunis, Israel (on invitation from the Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and France (Les Voix de Silvacane) where she shared the podium with prestigious musicians from across the world. At Myanmar, she performed at the National Theatre, on invitation from ICCR. She has represented Indian at the Womadelaide Music Festival in March 2013 and March 2016. During September, 2013, she was at Jaffna, Srilanka for a lecture demonstration and concert for the students. 
During 2013, Sudha regaled audience at the Europalia International Festival at Belgium in three destinations – Brussels, Lille and at Liege for the Voix De Femmes Festival. 
Some of her memorable moments were when her music celebrated the nation’s 50th year of Republic India with Vande Mataram by AR Rahman. Sudha also has the honor of having performed at the Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Centre, at New York Broadway to commemorate 50 years of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. 
Apart from her concerts and performances, Sudha also plays the role of a conventional guru to her students and a contemporary guru at the various workshops that she conducts outside India. She was invited by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, London, UK as visiting mentor from India, to conduct the summer school for vocal music during July 2015 and 2016.
Fusion music and film music are also an important part of Sudha’s repertoire. Teaming with jazz wizard Amit Heri, she has toured the United States along with some memorable performances in India as well. Having sung some very popular numbers in Tamil and Malayalam films, she is currently into composing music for two Tamil films.
Her urge to give back some part of her to society resulted in the launch of the Samudhaaya Foundation in 1999, of which Sudha is the Managing Trustee. 
The Foundation, now in its 18th year of operation, has disbursed funds to the tune of close to Rs. 4 crores so far, for varied causes focusing primarily on children - pediatric cancer care, pediatric heart surgeries, mentally challenged destitute children, abused children, the deaf blind children and towards palliative care. On the occasion of her Guru Padmabhushan Dr.ML Vasanthakumari’s 20th death anniversary, on 31 October, 2010, Sudha campaigned for organ donation and had 20 members registering on a single day. 
Sudha has taken Carnatic music to the Corporation Schools and old age homes in Chennai, India. Along with her students and members of the music fraternity, Sudha had lecture demonstrations and performances at select schools in the city of Chennai. This has been commended by India’s former President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. On 6 October, 2012 she had given an exclusive concert for the male inmates of the Puzhal Prison and on 3 October, 2013 she had sung for the women inmates in the Puzhal prison and this has left an indelible mark both on her career and in the hearts of her unique audience. 
In association with the Environmentalist Foundation of India (EFI), Samudhaaya Foundation, under the Project Amruthavarshini, is campaigning for restoration of five selected ponds across the state of Tamil Nadu in an effort to combat the drought situation. The project was launched on 22 April, 2017 on World Earth Day.

In 2014, Sudha Ragunathan had launched a Coffee Table Book ‘Sampurna’ that captures her life’s journey culminating in the prestigious Sangita Kalanidhi award that she received on 1 January, 2014. This is an artistic and picturesque depiction captured through the sketches of artist AP Sreedhar and the lens of T. Selvakumar.
Sudhaarnava, Academy of Musical Excellence was launched on 14 April, 2017 with the objective of training senior level students and nurturing talent to produce high class performers.
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